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We have been favoured with a copy of the following 
letter; written bv Dr. Burrect, addreffed to Doétor 
Cuarves Buxton, on the fubjeét of Noxious 
Vapeurs : and tending, to impede the progrefs of the 
infettion :efulting there from.-As the publication of the 
Letter may prove beneficial to che community, we infert 
it in this and our fucceeding nfimber. 


To DOCTOR BUXTON. 


Sir, 
XPERLENCE affords fuch numerous inflances of 
the fatal effecis of contagious difeafes, as render every 
effort, however {mall to miugate their violence, iniereiting 
te fociety. 

To preierve as much as poflible the health of this po- 
pulous city ; and the micans recommended to be adopted 
by the inhabitants for that purpofe, is the fubjeét of the 
following hints ; and, as it 1s important to the welfare of 
every individual, I truft they will noi be confidered as 
ufelefs. 

In offering to your perufal, what I believed to be con- 
nefted with the health and comfort of fociety ; and the 
utility of the profetlion to which I am devoted, it will not 
be expected in the compafs of a letter to inveftigate to any 
confiderable length, the origin and caufes of tha deplora- 
ble calamity, the putrid tending Bilious fever, commonly 
called the Yellow fever, which has more or lefS vifited this 
place the laft two fummers ; and indeed it is the lefs necef- 
fary, as Dottor Mitchill, Profeflor of Chemiftry, has ve- 
ry ably performed that tafk in his remarks on the Gafeous 
Oxyd, &c. 

The few obfervations therefore that fuggeft themfelves 
to me in confidering the matter, I will briefly lay before 
you; and as many of them have been noticed before, by 
the moft eminent of the faculty. I fhall afterwards pro- 
ceed to communicate the means that appear belt calculated 
to preferve the health of the citizens, and prevent fimilar 
diftempers. 

That a difeafe not diffimilar hasof late vifited various parts 
of this continent, isa melancholy truth ; but, that it arofe 
from contagion imported, 1s at leaft problematical ; as its 
origin in this city has pretty clearly been traced to the com- 
bination of exifting local circumflaices, 

‘© The meafures prefcribed by law to prevent the bring- 
ing and fpreading of infectious difeafes into the flate have 
been taken and faithfully executed. It is however to be 
lamented that cafes of the like fever with that in which the 
laft years proved fo fatal to this city, have occurred ; and 
there is at prefent very little reafon to doubt, whether that 
difeafe may be generated here.” 

The fubjeé& of nuifances therefore, having become im- 
portant to the fafety, as well as the comfort of our llow- 
eitizens, well deferves the notice and interpofition of the 
Legiflature.* 

“© Similar difeafes have made their appearance, not on- 
ly in the Eaft and Welt-Indies, but in fome of the fou- 
thern parts of Europe, during a feafon when the air was in- 
tenfely hot and unwholefome. This happened at Cadiz, 
in Spain, in the months of Sepiember and October, 1764, 
when excellive heat and want of rain for fome months, 
gave rife to violent epidemic, bilious diforders, refembling 
thofe of the Weft-Indies, of which, an hundred perfons 
often died in a day.”’t 

In conduéting thefe enquiries, we will endeavour to fhew 
from the beft authorities, that the difeafe may be produced 
by a number of perfons being confined in a fmall fpace, 
which was the cafe with a great number of indigent Irifh 
emigrants, on their arrival here. Crouded into cellars and 
confined places, in low flreets, near the Eaft-river, ata 
hot dry feafon of the year, and the air highly rarified ; the 
confequence was, as might be expeéted, fever foon made its 
appearance, with all the malignant fymptoms whieh cha- 
racterize difeafe incident to every place ill-aired, and kept 
dirty. In addition to which, the public flips are doubtlefs 
an intolerable nuifance, (particularly White-hall, Coen- 
ties, Fly-market, &c.) efpecially in exceflive hot weather, 
fending forth a ftench, very offenfive and noifome to the 
inhabitants. Dead animals, laying in various parts of the 
city. The gutters and fewers, choaked with vegetable and 
ether fubftances ; expofed to the rays of a hot fun ; tend 
rapidly to produce by fermentation and putrifaction, thofe 
noxious vapours fo often explained, as deleterious by the 
Faculty in thiscity, and in fultry feafons become the caufe 
of very fatal epidemics, 





* Vide, Governor Jay’s fpeech, sit Nov. 1796. 

+ Dr. Lind’s eflay, p. 122. 

t Dr. Cullen, fays, “ It is now well known, that the 
effluvia conftantly arifing from the human body, if long 
retained in the fame place, without being diffufed in the at- 
mofphere, acquire a {ingular virulence, and in that ftate ap- 
plied to the bodies of men, become the caufe of a fever 
which is very contagious.” 

Sir John Pringle, DoStor Mead, and Mr. Howard, are 
alfo of this opinion, 





Cleaning the f{tréets,§ and water courfes, by proper per- 
fons appointed to {weep them at leaft twice a week, du- 
ring the fultry weather ; playing the water engines on the 
roofs of houfes, and throwing the water in the air _plenti- 
fully, as practifed in Philadelphia and London, is 5 a 
fably neceflary to fupply as much as can be done the want 
of rain. Sir John Pringle, obferves; “ that frequent fhow- 
ers during the hot feafons cool the air, check the vapours, 
dilute and refrefh corrupted water, and precipitate the nox- 
1ous eflluvia.”’ An ingenious phyfician, Doctor Alderfon 
—fays, “ This difpoition of the air to precipitate any 
foreign matter, may be illuftrated by the phenomena chat 
take place in a fomewhat fimilar impregnation. 

The air of a newly painted room is highly impregna- 
ted with particles of paint fufpended and floatinginix. If 
a tub full of water be placed in the middle of the rcom, the 
{urface of it will be found ina few hows covered with 
particles of the paint, and the fmell will be entirely remo- 
ved ; which, without this expedient, would have remained 
fometime, however carefully ventilated; which may be 
accounted for, by the air, having a greater aitra€tion for 
the vapour of the water which is conftan:ly arifing, than 
for the particles of the paint, attratts the vapour and pre- 
cipitates the paint ; and not only that, which comes in im- 
mediate conta with the water, but every particle of paint 
will be decompofed : for the air thus depurated bein Bowe 
lighter than the furrounding parts containing the paint, af- 
cends ; and thus, the heavier prefling in, to fupply its 
place, the operation goes on fo long, as there isa particle of 
paint fufpended in theair.””  ~ 

An accumulation of human effluvia about the fick, may 
be prevented by the evaporation of pure water, which may 
be conveniently done by lacing a quanuty of water in 
the middle of the room : the vapour of the water being 
more ftrongly attracted by the air|} than the effluvium is ; 
the latter will be precipitated ; and,as in the cafe of the paint, 
will fall into the water.t 

But, as {pontaneous evaporation of water is very flow, 
the quantity of moifture is not fufficient in all cafes to {up- 
ply as much fluid as will precipitate the whole of the efflu- 
vium (as in cafesof Typhus fever, morti tog limb, &c.) 


the ufe of fteam is recommended by whi sd saad 
of water being converted into i a a more compleat 


exchange will take place, and all the noxious particles be 
decompofed. I have frequently experienced the good 
effects of this procefs, and amongft a number of cafes I 
will for example feleét one.—About feven years ago, I 
was called upon to attend a lady in Hull, whofe cafe was a 
violent pulmonary affeétion, and the matter expeétorated 
was fo foetid and grofs as to render the air about her al- 
moft intolerable ; in fo much.that fhe complained of its be- 
ing extremely offenfive even to herfelf. A quantity of 
boiling water was ordered to be brought into the room, and 
to be poured fromone veffel to another, fo as to fupply the 
air more readily with a proper quantity of moifture. 

She was in a fhort time fo fenfibly relieved and refreth- 
ed, by the alteration of the air, that fhe was anxious after- 
wards to have the operation repeated at leaft twice a day.* 

Dr. Mitchill in his remarks, p. 34, fays, “ If, from 
the heavinefs of the oxyd, it always has a tendency to the 
lower parts, then fhips, Ale whofe fides it cannot leak 
out by reafon of their tightnefs, fhould be very apt to ac- 
cumulate it ; and this too correfponds with the fact ; fea 
veffels being among the chief agenis in its produétion and 
diffufion, the receptacles of its collefted virulence, and 
the feats of its moft deftruétive ravages. Cellars are noxi- 
ous for the fame reafon.” And again, in p. 38—In the 
cafe of Gas already produced, and pervading the rooms of 
a houfe, or the houfes of a neighbourhood, as it is formed 





§ The magiflrates, no doubt, will exert their authority 
to have the manure removed whick lays upon different va- 
cant building lots of ground, in the Eaflern parts of the 
city, before the commencement of the hot weather. 

| As pure air may be manufaétured from water by the 
means of a few green leaves, or a fkane of raw filk in the 
fun, furely no opportunity : fhould be omitted of fupply- 
ing a crouded room (that has a proper afpeét, with this ne- 
ceffary fluid. Philos. Tranfa&. Vol. 77 Pt. iit. 

+ So ready is the atmofphere to part with the mephitic 
matter which it contains, that Mr. Howard affures us, up- 
on vifiting the cells, (where fome men were confined with 
contagious difeafes), his cloaths became fo impregnat 
with the efliuvia, that he could not bear to ride in his chaife, 
but was obliged to get on horfe back ; and the four thieves 
vinegar, to which he was always accuftomed to fmell, be- 
came fo impregnated as to be intolerably offenfive. 

* Dr. Alderfon obferves, that it is not more pleafant 
than falutary. That veffels of para owe are brought 
into crouded affembly rooms, late in the evening, for the 
purpofe of fupplying that grateful fluid, tea which, if 
there be any harm in drinking at that late hour, it is effeftu- 


ally counter balanced by the ufe of the vapour. in depura- 
ting the air ; neceflarily become phlogifticated by the ref- 
piration of fucha number of people, 





by a chemical procefs, * it may be very rationally demanded 
whether, by fome chemical operation, the Gafeous Oxyd 
may notbe decompofed ? It has been already fated in 
the hiftory of the fubftance, that it refifted decompofition 
by fulphur, phofphorus and cauttic alkali entirely ; was but 
feebl y attratted by charcoal ; and, that hydrogene was the 
only {ubftance as yet known, having a powerful affinity to 
it. In what form this can be applied, fo as to feparate the 
| onygene from the oxyd, and leave the nakea azotic gas 

in the poffeffion of its ordinary harmlef qualities, 1s a field 
for curious and ufeful inquiry.” 

As the following is a very recent difcovery, which has 
been found by repeated experiment to decompofe the ga- 
feous oxyd, I will here take the liberty of fubjoining an 
extract of a letter fent lately to Dr. Prieflly, by an emi- 
nent chemi and phyfician in England, relating to a me- 
thod of putting a flop to contagion, probably of any kind, 
which cannot be too generally made save Dr. Carmi- 
chael Smith’s application of nitrous vapour to the deilruce 
tion of vp contagion, is of great importance—{wall 
portions of concentrated acid of vitriol, put into a china 
faucer, on hot fand, or over a lamp, id purified nitre 
pencually fprinkled in, and the vapour diffufed about the 

ed and through the.room, &c. the windows and doors 
being clofed, the bedfleads are direfted to be wathed 
with diiuted marine acid, and the cloths, &c. to be immer- 
fed in the fame, as foon as taken from the fick. By thefe 
means, the {pread of contagion ina moft crouded hofpital 
fhip,+ where it was making terrible havock, was entirely 
flopped. Private practice confirms Dr. Smith’s affertions. 
The fpread of fearlatina has been thus checked ; and he 
writes to Dr. Percival, that two parcels of the fame vario- 
lous matter being taken, and the one expofed to the nitrous 
vapour, it loft ins power of commnnicating the fimall-pox ; 
while the other imparted the infettion to a perfon inocula- 
ted with it. The nitrous vapour tis not at all injurious, 
Ce care be taken, not to change it into nitrous aiz, 

y the ufe of any metallic fubftance, in ftirring the mix- 
ture, 





* Mr. Day has alfa mentioned 4 raie wuicll lrelizinens 
the hypotheii: ot a chemical procefs. The mafon who re 


aired the hole through which one of the prifoners efcap- 
ed, caught the jail fever, whichis thns accounted for :— 
The operation of precipitation taking place fo foon as the _ 
man approached the open air, a fomes was depofited in the 
hole, which being re-diflolved by the breath of the work- 
man again became aétive. 
Considerations on the contagionin Maidstone Fail. 
+ To prevent the bringing of contagious difeafes by fhips 
arriving at this port from foreign parts with ficknefs on 
board, and fulpetted to be infectious, it might be well, per- 
haps, to impregnate the veffel with nitrous vapour , ef 
pecially that part of the cabbin and half deck where the 
perfons affected have been confined, and wafhing’ the bed 
places, &c. with marine acid diluted wtth water, as it may 
be done with very little trouble and trifling expence. Neo 
one from on fhore aught to go below before the above, or 
fome other effetiual- means have been carefully employed, 
+ We are informed by a letter froma medical friend in 
London, that the application of nitrous vapour to an in- 
r feted manger and rack, hed fucceeded in the deftruétion 
of ¥.#ies which generates by contagion, that fatal dif- 
temper the Glanders, affecting that ufeful animal the Horfe. 
As there are difeafes among the brute creat on, which are 
very infeGtious ; we truft, this hint wal iend to leffen, if 
not remove the evil. 
[ The remainder in our next. | 





(From D. Alexander Hojak’s bfjay on the Yellow 
Fever of 795-] ' 

ee OCTOR RUSH, in his hiftory of the yellow 

fever as it prevailed in Philadelphia, has taken 
notice of buboes and carbuncles as among itsfymptoms. I 
do not know a fingle inflance where thefe fymptoms have 
occurred in this difeafe in New-York. In the Welt-Indies 
thefe fymptomsare not uncommon, as would appear froma 
the folfowing extratt of the before-mentioned letter, which 
I have introduced, as it ferves to cflablith the fimilanity ef 
the yellow fever to the plague.—*“ We have had a return 
of the yellow fever during the months of July, Auguft and 
September, much more violent than I ever recollect —— 
The rainy feafon fet in very late, and the sen a8 » 
during thefe three months, remarkably warm @ fultry. 
The difeafe eommenced early in July, and was not only 
contagious, but attended with peftilential fymptoms, 
Buboes ap in feveral patients, who, however, re- 
covered ; and I have feen feveral inftances of the anthrax 
and peftilential carbunele. One patient evidently funk 
from 2 carbuncle on his elbow, the hemorrhage from which 
could f{car¢ely be fuppreffed by pledgits dipt in diluted 
vitriolic acid ; and two others alfo appeared upen the foot 
and ankléof the fame patient. 


I am at prefent ee 
medica} gentleman who has abeve fifty citthusicles upon k 

















body. The difcharge has reduced him, but he is tecovering. 
The appearance was firfta red unequal eryfipelatous appear- 
ance upon the fkin ; in the centre appeared an elevated {pot, 


which gradually changed to black, burft, and difcharged a 


blackifh bloody ichor, and left behind it adeep pit. Upon) 


other parts a white pufule appeared, which, after burfting, 
difcharged pus and bloody ferum, and pitted in the fame 
manner. ‘The back, loins, and upper part of the thighs 
were princrpally affected.” 


EE 


« PREDISPOSITION is that flate of che body not 
of itfelf capable pf producing the difeafe, but rendering the 
body more fufceptible of the exciting caufe. In order to 
produce yellow fever, it is neceflary that the body fhould 
be in fuch a flate as to receive the action of the exciting 
caufe. ‘This ftate appears to be a peculiar irritability in 
the fyflem, by whatever means induced. Upon no other 
principle can we explain the reafon why the contagion 
does not affect every perfon within its atmofphere, and 
why the attendants of the fick are net always attacked. 
The caufes which produce predifpofition in the body, for 
the moft part, are, worl 

ift, Fear, which poffeffes great power in debilitating the 
body, and hence rendering it more irritable. Upon this 
principle we may account for the good effects of the dif- 
ferent preventives which many were in the habit of ufing ; 
fuch as the wearing a fmall quantity of camphor, vinegar, 
&c. conflantly about the body, infpiring them with a cer- 
tain degree of courage. The ufe of tobacco was fup ofed 
to have a goo effect ia counteracting the difeafe, probably 
from its pofleifing more flimalus than the matter of con- 
tazion. ; . 

2d. Heat, efpecially expofure to the direét rays of the 
fun, was acommon caufe, as it allifted the fimulus of 
contagion in bringing on indireft debilty. Fire alfo 
rendered the contagion more attive. To prove this we 
notice, that a great majority of thofe that were infeéied 
were fuch as, from the nature of their occupations, were 
much expofed to the heat of the fun and fire. 

gd. Fatigue, whether induced upon the mind or body, 
and from whatever fource. 

4th. Grief. Perfons who attended friends or relatives in 
this difeafe were not unfrequently feized during their at- 
tendance. ; 

sth. Excefs in venery, and other evacuations, fuch as 
bleeding and purging, aided by fear, which caufed fome 
p2rfons to adopt thefe means tn order to prevent the operati- 
on of contagion. 

6th. Cold; accordingly fuch as had been previoufly 
much heated, upon getting themfelves wet, drinking largely 
of cold water, or expofing themfelves to a ftream of cool 
air, were readily attacked with the difeafe. 

th. Intemperance in eating or drinking : taking either 
too large or fmall quantity of improper food ; or a f{canty 
allowance of common diet.” 


- a Se 
A letter from Doftor Bex}. Franxxty, to a gentleman 
tn New- Ferfey. 


Philadelphia, Fune 6, 1753. 
Dzar Sir, 


I received your kind letter of the 2d inft. and ars glad 
to hear that you encreafe in flrength—I hope you will 
continue mending until you recover your former health 
and firmnefs. Let me know whether you flill ufe the 
cold bath and what effeé it has. 

Asto the kindnefs you mention, I wifhit could have 
been of more fervice to you ; but if it had, the only thanks 
1 fhould defire, are, that you would be always ready to 
ferve any other perfon that may need your affiftance, and 
{o let good offices go round, for mankind are all of a> fami- 
ly. For my own part when I am employed in ferving o- 
thers 1 do not look upon myfelf as conferring favors, but 
as paying debts. In my travels and fince my fettlement, 
t have received much kindnefs from men, to whom I fhall 
never have an opportunity of making the leaft aeét re- 
urn: and numberlefs mercies from God, whois infinitely 
above being benefited by our fervices. Thefe kindneffes 
{om men I can therefore only return on their fellow-men ; 
and I can only fhew my gratitude to God by a readinefs 
to he:p his other children and my brethren. for I do not 
think that thanks and complimenis, though repeated weekly 
can difcharge our real obligations to each other, and much 
lefs io oe Creator, 

Yo) will fee in this my notion of good works, that I am 
far from expecting to merit heaven by them. By heaven 
we under Aand a flate of happinefs, infinite in degree and 
eternal in duration: I can do nothing to deferve fuch 
reward. He, that for giving a draught of water to a 
thirfly perfon, would expect to be paid witha good plan- 
tation, would be modefi in his demands compared with 
thofe who think they deferve heaven for the little 
they do on earth. Even the mixt imperfeé& pleafures we 
enjoy in this world are rather from God’s goodnefs than 
our merit; how much more fo the happinefs of Heaven. 
For my own part I have not the vanity to think I deferve 
it, the folly to expect it, nor the ambition to defire it : but 
content myfelf in fubmiiting to the difpofal of that God 
who made me (who has hitherto preferved and_bleffed me) 
and in whofe fatherly goodnefs I may well confide, that he 
will never make me miferable, and that the affli€tion I may 
at any time fuffer may tend to my benefit. 

The faithyou mention hasdoubtlefs its ufe in the world. 
I co not defire to fee it diminifhed, nor would I defire to 
leffen it inany man; but I wilh it were more produttive 
of good works than I have generally feen it. I mean real 

woks, works of charity, mercy, mist sity {pirit ; not 


iday rkeeping, fermon hearing or ‘reading, performing } 


¢sremonies or making long prayers filled with 


r i 


flatteries and compliments, defpifed even by wife men, and 
much lefs capable of pleafing the deity. | 

The worthip of God is a duty ; the hearing and reading 
fermons may be ufeful, but if men reft in hearing and 
praying, as too many do, itis as if the tree fhould value 1- 
felfon being watered and putting forth leaves though it 
never produced any fruit. 

Your good mafter thought much lefs of the fe outward 
appearances than many of his modern difciples. He 
preferred the doers of the word to the hearers— the fon 
that feemingly refufed to obey his father and yet performed 
his commands, to him that profefled. his readinefs but ne- 
gleéted the work ; the heretical but charitable Samaritan 
to the uncharitable but orthodox prieft and fanétified Levite. 
and thofe who gave food to the hungry. drink to the 
thirfly, raiment tothe naked, entertainment to the ftranger’ 
and relief to the fick, &c. tho’ they never heard of his 
name, he declares fhall in the laft day be accepted—when 
thofe who ery Lord, Lord! who value themftlves on their 
faith, though great enough to perform miracles but have 
neglefted good works, fhall be rejefled. He profeffed 
that he came not to call the righteous but finners to re- 
pentance, which implied his modeft opinion that there 
were fome in his time fo good that they needed not hear even 
him for improvement. But now a-days we have {carcely 
a little parfon that does not think it the duty of every man 
within his reach to fit under his petty miniftrations, and 
that whoever omits them offends God—TI with to fuch 
more humility and to you health and firinne(s, 

Being your friend and fervant, 


BEN]. FRANKLIN. 


a IRIE aN en 


FOR THE TIME-PJECE. 


ee 


(CIRCULAR) 

Number of Clergymen and Laymen of various deno- 

minations, impreffed with the importance of fending 
the gofpel to the deftitute parts of this country, & excited by 
the late exertions of their brethren in Great Britain, infti- 
tuted a focietv at New-York called the New-York Million- 
ary fociety on November iff. 1796. Their addrefs and 
conftitution have been fince publifhed. One great object 
of this fociety is to furnifh the Heather nations on our bor- 
ders with the means of falvation. 

The Beard of Direétors, at their frft meeting, appoin- 
ted acommiitee to obtain and report an account of the fe- 
veral tribes of Indians in North America, both thofe with- 
out and thofe within the limits of the United States, of their 
names, numbers, places of refidence, and to colleét all fuch 
information as may be neceflary for the fuccefs of mifion- 
aries among them. 

Difficulties oceur in executing this bufinefS. Notwo 
writers {pell the names of the tribes alike ; and the differ- 
ence is often fo great that they are not eafily known to be 
the fame. The fame tribes are alfo called by different 
names, and the catalogues publifhed, difagree with one 
another, The catalogue of Mr. Jefferfon, in his Notes on 
the State of Viigiua, which eppcare to he the heft arranged 
and the moft accurate, includes a number of names not 
found in an anonymous lift lately publifhed in a newfpa- 
per at Harrifburgh, and profefling to contain the names 
and numbers of all the Indians in North America, & in this 
thereare the names of Piantas, Kiffquorefquas, Ilanka- 
Jhaws, [perhaps for Piankafhaws] Anfaus, Lakes, Mi- 
cherouakes. and Conaway Huinas, which are not found in 
his. There are befides, names in other authors not 
found in either of thefe; fuch as W’awiachtanos, Mofh- 
hos, Tukafhas, Penobfcot, Indians of St. Francis, of St: 
Regis, Kuilliftinoes, Nipegons and Winnebagoes. The 
Hurons are not mentioned by either of them, and are, pro- 
bably, intended ta be claffed with the Wyandots, or rather 
with the Chippewas who live around lake Huron. No 
doubt alfo the names St. Francis, Nipegon &c,are given to 
the Indians living hear rivers bcaring thefe names, 

There is noexplanation of this difference, except that 
the tribes have different names, or that one writer has in- 
cluded in fome general name feveral tribes which another 
writer mentions particularly, or that the fpelling is very 
oppofite and the printing inaccurate. The committee, be- 
ing defirous of obtaining as far as poflible, the juft diflinc- 
tion and arrangement ot the tribes, earneftly folicit the af- 
fillance of all who have had the means of knowledge, and 
whofe minds have been neceffarily employed in this way. 
They beg leave fatrher to fubmit the following queries ; 
| 4. In the account given by Mr. Jefferfon and which merits 

confidence, are there any redundancies, or deficiencies, 
and wherein can it be asd more perfeét ? 

2. How many different languages are fpoken by the 


language ? 

3- What tribes have made any advances towards ci- 
os and which remain in the moft rude and favage 

ate : 

4. What Miflionaries have been employed in preach- 
ing the gofpel to them, aud what has been their fuccefs ? 

5 What is the prefent flate of the Moravian mifhon, 
and among what tribes ? 

6. What tranflations have been made of the holy ferip- 
tures, or of parts of them, and into what particular Indian 
language and dialeét ? 

An anfwer to thefe queries, & every information which 
may tend to promote the benevolent defign of the Society, 
will be gratefully received. 

Letters might have been addreffed to individuals on this 
fubjeét, but it is hoped, that this general one will be fuffi- 
cient. It is to be regretted, indeed, that there is too much 
inattention in many perfons to requefls of this kind, and 
that ufeful knowledge is thereby withheld. Surely the 
objeét now in view is the moft noble that can a€tuate the 
human breaft. Frequently have the numbers and fituation 
of the poor Indians been explored for the purpofes of 





trade and war. ; Jet us traverfe their wildernets to bring 


Indians in North America, and what tribes fpeak the fame - 
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them the glad tidings uf falva:ion, & thus to make them civi- 
lized, peaceful and happy. Communications may be di- 
rected to the Rev. M. John M. Mason, Sec retary of the 
Society, or to the Rev. Dr. Wilham Linn, one of the 
committee, in New-York. | 

New-York. May 17, 1797- 

N. B. The Printers inthe United States will pleafe te 
give the above a place in their papers, 








CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Monpay, May 15. 


The Supreme Legiflature of the United States convened 
at Philadelphia on Monday lafl, at 12 0’clock: Jonathan 
Dayton Ef. upon being ballotted for was chofen {peaker, 
and William S, Condie clerk of the Houfe, in the room 
of John Beckley, Efg.—The members prefent were 
{worn in, viz. $2 members and the {peaker—a committee 
of three were appointed io form a joint committee with one 
chofen by the Senate, to wait on the Prefident, aud inform 
him that both Houfes of Congrefs were ready to receive 
any communications he mizt be ready to make-~A meff- 
age in anfwer was received by the Pretident, appointing 
Tuefday May the 16th, at 12 o'clock for delivering h's 
fpeech to both houfes. : : 


eee 


TUESDAY, May 16 
This day, at 12 0’clock, the Prefident of the United States 
met both houfes of Congrefs, inthe Reprefentatives Chamber, 
and delivered the following 


SPEECH: 
Gentlemen of ihe Senate, and Genticmen 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatrves, 


THE perfonal inconveniences to the members of the Senate, 
and of the Houfe of Reorefentatives. in leaving their families 
and private affairs, at this feafon of the year, are fo obvious, 
that Ithe more regret the extraordinary occafion, which has 
rendered the convention of Congrefs indifpen able. 

It would have afforded methe higheft fatistaGion, to have 
been able to congratulate you ona reftoration of peace to the 
nations of Europe, whote animofities have endanzered our tran- 
quility ; but, wehave ftiil abundant caufe of gratitude to the 
Supreme difpenfer of nationol bleffings, for general health and 
promifing feafons ; for domeftic and focial happinefs ; forthe 
rapid progrefs and ample acquifitions of induftry, through ex- 
tenfive territories; for civil, political, and religious liberty ; 
while other ftates are defolated with foreign war, or convul- 
fed with inteftine divifions, the United States prefent the plea- 
fing profpc& ofa netion governed by mild and equal laws, 
gencrally fatisficd with the pofleffion of their rights, neither 
envying the advantages nor fearing the power of other nations, 
folicitous only for the maintenance of order and juftice and 
the prefervation of liberty, increafing daily in their attachment 
to a fyfem of government in proportion to their experience 
of its utility, vielding a ready and general obedience to laws 
flowing from the reafon and refting on the only folid founda- 
tion, the afteétions of the people. 

It is with extreme regret that I fhallbe obliged toturn your 
thoughts to cther circumitances which admonith us, that fome 
of thefe felicities may not be lafting. But, if the tide ofour 
profpevity is full and areflux commencing, a vigilant circum- 
{peétion becomes us, that we may meet our reverfes with for~ 
titude, and extricate ourfelves from their confequetces with 
ell the fkill we poffe{s and all the efforts in our power. 

In giving to Congtefs information of the itate of the Union, 
and recommending to their confideration fuch meafures, as ap-. 
pear to me, to be neceflary or expedient, according to my con- 
ftitutional duty, the caufes and the objec of the prefeut extra- 
ordinary feflion will be explained. 

After the Prefident of the United States, received informa- 
tioa, that the French government had expreffed ferious difcon- 
tents, at fome proceedings of the government of thefe States, 
faid to affect the interefts of France, he tho’t it expedient to. 
fend to that country anew minifler, fully inftru€ed to enter 
on fuch amicable difcuffions, andto give fuch candid explana- 
tions, as might happilyremove the difcontents and fufpicions 
of the French government, and vindicate the condu@ of the 
United States. For this purpofe, he fele€&ted from among his 
fellow citizens, a charaéter whofe integrity, telents, experi- 
ence, and fervices, had placed him inthe rank of the moft 
efleemed and refpeéed in the nation ; the direét obje& of his 
miffion was expreffed in his letter of credence to the French 
Republic, being ** to maintain that good underftanding, which 
from the commencement of the alliance had fubfiited between 
the two nations ; and to efface unfavourable impreffions ;_ban- 
ith fufpicions, and reftore that cordiality, which was at once 
the evidence and pledge of a friendly union,” and his inftruc- - 
tions were to the fame effe& * faithfully to reprefent the difs 
polition of the government, and people of the United States, 
their difpofition being one, to remove jealoufies, and. obviate 
complaints, by fhewingthat they were grougdiefs, to reftore 
that mutual confidence, which had been fo unfortunately, and 
injurioufly impaired, and to explain the elative intereftsof both 
countries, and the real fentiments of hisown. _ XS 

A minifter thus fpecially commiffioned, it was expeéted, 
would have proved the inftrument of reftoring mutual confi- 
dence between the tworepublics, The firft ftep ofthe French 
government correfponded with that expectation. A few days 
before his arrival at Paris, the French minilter of foreign rela- 
tions informed the American minifter, then refident at Paris, 
of the formalities to beobferved by himfelf in taking leave, 
and by his fucceffor preparatory to his reception: Thefe fur- 
malities they obferved ; and, on the gth of December, prefent- 
ed officially to the minifter of foreign relations, the one a copy 
on his letters of recall, the other a copy of his letters of cre- 

ence. 

Thefe were laid before the Executive Directory two days 
afterwards. The minifter of foreign relations informed the ree 
‘called American minifter, that the Executive Dire€tory had de- 
termined not to receive another tainifter plenipotentiary from 
the United States, until after the redrefs of grievances demand- 
ed of the American government, and which the French Re- 
public had a right toexpe& from it. The American minifter 
immediately endeavored to afcertain, whether by refufing to 
receive him, it was intended that he fhould retirc from ‘the 
territories of rhe French republic ; and verbal anfwers were gi- 
ven that fuch was the intention ot the Dire€tory. For his own 
juftification, he defired a written anfwer, but obtained none 
till toWards the laft of January; when, receiving notice in wri- 
ting to quit the territories of the Republic, he proceeded to 
Amfterdam, where he propofed to wait for initru€tions from 
this government. During his refidence at Pais, cards ef hof- 

italityewere refufed him, and he was threatened with being 
ubjeéted to the jurifdiction of the minifter of police ;—but, 
with becoming firmnefs, he infifted on the prote€tion of the 
law ofnations, due to him, as the known minilter of a foreign 
power. You will derive further information from his dif 
patches, which wil] be laid before you. 

As it is often neceflary that nations fhould treat. for the mus 
tual advantage of their affairs, and efpecially to accommodate 
and teri@fpate differences, and as they gan iveat aly by minils 
















































































ters. the right of Embaffy is well keown, and efablithed by 
the law and ufage of nations; the refufl on the part of France 
-9 receive our minifter, is then the denial nf aright, but the 
refufal to receive him, until we have acceded to theirdernands, 
without difcuffion, and without inveftigation, is to treat us 
neither as alles, nor as friends, nor asa fovereign ftate. 

With thiscondué of the French government, it would be 
proper to take into view, the public audience given to the late 
minifter of the United States, on his taking leave of the Exe- 
cutive Directory. 

The fpeech of the Prefident, difclofes fentiments more a- 
larming, than the refufal of a miniiter, becaufe more dange- 
rous to our independence and union; and at the fame time 
ftudioufly marked with indignities towards the government of 
tbe United States,—it evincesa difpofition to feparate the peo- 
ple of the United States from the government ; to perfusd 
them that they have diferent aifetions, principles and inte fts. 
fram thofe of their fellow citizens, whom they themfelves have 
chofen to manage their common concerns, and thus ¢o produce 
divifions fatal to our peace. Such attempts oughtio be repelled, 
with adecifion which thall convince France, and the world, 
that we are not a degraded people ; humil.ated undera coloni- 
al fpirit of fear and fenfe of inferiority, Stted to be the miler- 
able inflruments of foreign influence, end regardle{s ef national 
honor, char: éter and interch. 

I thould have been happy to have thrown a veil over thefe 
tranfaétions, if it had been pofhible toconceal them; but they 
Lave pailed on the great theatre of the world, in the face of all 
Europe and America, and with fuch circumfances of publici- 
ty and folemnity, that they cannot be difguifed, and will not 
foon be forgotten ; they have infliéteda wound inthe American 
breaft ; it ismy fincere defire however that it may be healed ; 
it is mv defire, and in this I prefume I concur with you, and 
our conttituents, to vreferve peace and friend{hip with all nati- 
ons, and believing that neither the honour, nor the interelt of 
te United States, abfolutely forbid the repetition of advances, 
for fecuring thefe defirable objefis with France, I fhall inftitute 

mptat negociation, aud ihall not failto promote and 
an accommodation, on terms compatible with the 
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rights, duties, interefts, and honour of the nation; if we have 
committed errors, and thefe cam be demonftrated, we fhall be 
wiiling to correct them ; if we have done injuries, we fhall be 
ling, on convi€lion, toredrefsthem, and equal meafures of 
juitice we have a right to expeét from Frauce and every other 

Botion. 

The diplomatic intercourfe between the Uuited States and 
t..nce, being at prefent fufpended, the government has no 
f obtaining othcial information from that country, ne- 
lielefs there is reafon to believe that the Executive Diretto- 
plied a decree on the tecond of March lait, contravening 
partthe treaty of amity and commerce of one thoufand fe- 
n hundred and feventy-e:ght, injurious to our lawful com- 
and endangering the lives of our citizens. A copy of 
this decree will be laid before you. «+ 

While we are endeavouring to adjuft all our differences with 
France by amicable negociation, the progre{s of the wir in Eu- 
rope, the depredations on our commeree, the perf{gual injuries 
to our citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, render it 
my indifpenfable duty to recommend to your confideration ef- 
fectual meafures of defence. 

The commerce of the United States has become en intereRing 
ebject of attention, whether we coniider it in relation to the 
wealth and finances, or the ftrencth aud refources of the nati- 
on. With a fea-coaft of near two thoufand miles in ‘extent, 
opening a wide field for filheries, navigation, and commerce ; 
a great portion of qur citizens naturaliy apply their induitry 
and enterprize tothefe obje&is Any ferious and permanent in- 
jury to commerce would not fail to produce the moft embarraf- 
fing diforders. To prevent it from being undermined and def- 
troyed, it is effentia] that it receive an adequate protection. 

The naval eftablifhment muft occur to every man, who confi- 
ders the injuries conimitted on our commerce, the infults of- 
fered to our citizens, and the de{cription of the veflels by which 
thefe abufes have been prattifed ; as the fufferings of our mer- 
cantile, and feafaring citizens, cannot be afcribed to the omif- 
fion of duties demandable, confidering the neutral fituation of 
our country, they are to be attributed to.the hope of impunity, 
acifing froma fuppofed inability on our part to afford proteéti- 
on. To refit the confequences of fuch impreflions on the 
miads of foreign nations, and to guard againlt the degradation 
and fervility, which they muit finaily ttamp on the American 
character, is an important duty of government. 

A naval power, next to the militia, isthe natural defence of 
tre United States. The experience ot the laft war, would be 
fufficient to fhew, that a moderate naval force, fuch as would be 
eaily within the prefent abilities of the Union, would ‘have 
been fufitcient to have baffled many formidable tranfportations 
of troops from one flate to another, which were then practifed. 
Our fea coatts fre their great extent are more ealily annoyed 
and mure ealily defended by anaval force than any other. With 
all the matevials our country abounds : In {kill our naval ar- 
ehitects and navigators, are equal ty any: and commanders and 
feamen will not be wanting. 

But, although the eftablifhment of a permanent fyftem of na- 
val defence, appears to be requilite, I am fenfible it cannot be 
formed fo ipeedily and extenfively, as the prefent crifis de- 
mands. Ehitherto, I have thought proper to prevent the failing 
of armed veffels, except to the Eaft-Iudies, where general ufage 
and the danger from pirates appeared to render the permiflion 
proper: Yet the reftriGion has originated folely from a with 
to prevent collufions with the powers at war, contravening the 
act of congrefs of June, ove thoufand feven hundred and ninet y- 
four, and not from any doubt entertained by me of the policy 
and propriety of permitting our veffels to employ means of 
aefence, while engaged in a lawful foreign commerce. It 
remains for Congrefs to prefcribe fuch regulations as will enable 
our feafaring citizens todefend themfelves againft violations of 
the law of nations and at the fame time refirain them, from 
committing a&s of hoftility againft'the powers at war. In ad- 
dittion. to this voluntary provifion for defence by individual 
citizens, it appears tome neceliary to equip the frigates, and 
provide other veffels of inferior force, to take under convoy 
fuch merchant veifels as thall remain unarmed. 

The greater part of the cruifers, whofe depredations have 
been moft injurious, have been built, and fome of them partial- 
ly equipped, in the United States. Although an effectual re- 
medy may be attended with difficulty, yet, I have thought jt 
my duty to prefent the fubjeét generally to your confideration. 
if a mode can be devifed, by the wifdom of congrefs, to pre- 
vent the refources of the United States from being converted 
into the means of annoying our trade, a great evil will be pre- 
vented. With the fame view I think it proper to mention, 
that fome of our citizens refident abroad, have fitted out priva- 
teers, and others have voluntarily taken the command, or enter- 
ed on board of them, and committed {peliations on the com- 
merce of the United States. Such unnatural and iniquitous 
praétices can be reitrained only by fevere punifhments. 

But befi es, a proteétion of our Commerce onthe feas, I 
think it highly neceflary to proteét it at home, where it is col- 
ieéted in our moftimportant ports. The diftance of the Uni- 
ted Siates fram Europe, and the well known promptitude, 
ardour and courage of the people, in defence of their country, 
happily diminith the proba ility of invafion: neverthelefs to 
guard againit fudden and predatory incurfions, the fituation of 
tomeof our principal feaports, demands your confideration. 
And as our country is vulnersble in other interefts, befides 
thofe of its commerce, you will ferioufly deliberate, whether 
the means ef general defence ought not to be increafed by an 
adc:tion to the regular artille.y and cayalry, and by arrange- 
macnts for forming @ provifioual army. 
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With the fame view, andas a me2fure which, even in 3 | 
time of univerfal peace, ought not to be neglefted, I recom- | 
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mend to your confideration a revifion of the laws for organ- 
zing, arming, and difciplining the militia, to render that na- 
iurel and fafe defeace of the country efficacious. 

Although it isvety true that we ought net to involve ourfelves 
in the political, fyftem of Europe, but to keep ourfelves al- 
ways diftin& snd feparate from it if we can ; yet, to effet this 
feparation, eatly, punctual, and continual intormation of the 
current chain of events and of the political projetts in contem- 
plation is no lefs neceflary than ifwe were direttly conce:ned 
inthens. It isneceflary, inorder to the difcovery of the ef- 
forts made to draw us into the vortex, in feafun to make pre- 
parations againftthem. However we may confider ourfelves, 
the maritime and commercial powers of the world will confi- 
der the United States of America as forming a weight in that 
balance of power in Europe which aever can be forgotten or 
neglected. 

It would not only be againft our intercft, but it would be 
doing wrong to one half of Europe at leait, if we fhould vo- 
luntarily throw ourfelves into eit!-+r feale. It isa natural poli- 
cy for a nation that ftudies to be neutral, to confult with other 
nations engaged in the fame ftudies and puriuits: At the fame 
time that meafures might be purfued with this view, our trea- 
ties with Pruffliaand Sweden, one of which isexpired, aud the 
other near expiring, might be renewed. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Repref-ntatives, 
Itis particularly your province to coulider the flate of 
the public finances : and to adop: {uch meafures refpetiing 
them as exigences fhall be found to require. ‘The pre- 


fervation of public credit, the regular exingutfhment of 


ihe publicdebt, and a provifion of funds, tu defray any 
extraordinary expenfes, will of courfe cal for your fer- 
ous: attention. 


Although the impofition of new burthens cannot be, in icfelf, 
agreeable, yet there is no ground to doubt that the American 


people will expect from you, fuch mealures. as their a¢tual en-" 


gagements, their prefent fecurity, and fature intereits, demand. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, dr Rivers 

The prefent fituation of our country, impofes an obligation, 
on all the departunents of government, to adopt an explicit and 
decided condu€&t In iny fituatioa, an expoution of the prin- 
ciples, by which my adminiilration will be governed, ought 
not to be omitted. 

It is impoffible to conceal from durfelves or the world, what 
has been before obferved, that endzavours have been employed 
to fofter and eftablifh a divifion between the yovernment and 
people of the United States. To invettig:te the caufes which 
have encouraged this attempt is not neceflary. But to repel, 
by decided and united councils, infinuations fo derogatory to 
the honour, and aggreflions fo daagerous to the conttitution, 
union, and even independence of the nation, is an indi{penfa- 
ble duty. 

It muft not be vermitted to be doubted, whether the people 
of the United States, will fupport the government, eltablithed 
by their voluntary confent, and appointed by their free choice ; 
or whether, by furrendering themlelyes, to tne direction of fo- 
reign and domeftic factions. in oppotition to their own govern- 
mein, they will forfeit the honorable itation they have hitherto 
maintained. pci 

For myfelf, having never been indiierent to what con- 
cerned the interefls of my country ; devoted the belt part 
of my life to obtain and fupport its independence ; and 
confiantly witnefled, the patriouifin, fidelity and perfeve- 
rance of my fellow-citizens, on the moft trying occafions, 
it is not for me to hefitate, or abandon a caule, in which my 
heart has been fo long engaged. ' 


Convinced that the conduct of the government has been 


juft and impartial to foreign nations : that thofe internal 


regulations, which have been eftablifhed by law for, the 
prefervation of peace, are, in their nature proper, and that 
they have been fairly executed ; nothing will ever be done 
by me to impair the national engagements ; to innovate up- 
on principles which have been fo deliberately and uprightly 
eflablifhed ; orto furrender in any manner the rights of the 
government. To enable me to maintain this declaration, 
I rely, under God, with entire conhdence, on the firm and 
enlightened fupport of che National Legiflature, and upon 
the virtue and patriotilm of my fellow citizens. 
JOHN ADAMS. 

After delivering his fpzech, the Prefident retired, as 
did alfo the Senate to their chamber. The Speaker of the 
Reprefentatives then read over the f{peech to the Houfe, 
On motion by Mr. W. Smith, it was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole to-morrow. The houfe then adjourned 
at ten minutes paft one o'clock. 








NEW-YORK, May 19. 
Z ‘ 
[ From Gazette Francaife, printed in this city, May 17-] 


** Our readers fhould be cautious how they give credit 
to every nautical and mercantile report that is flying about, 
and not even to repofe too implicit confidence in official 
accounts. ‘Lhe following fatts will prove that the caution 
we gave was not unfeafonable—One captain has feen 
with his own eyes the Englifh fleet cannonading the town 
and fort of Porto Rico. Another fince reports that it 
was net Po:to Rico they attacked but Guadaloupe, and 
that they had already difembarked 8000 men at Grandterre. 
A third, Capt. Miller, arrived on Sunday laft from St. 
Croix, affurcs us that Admiral Hervey and Gen. Aber- 
crombie, with 6 {hips of the line, F000 troops and 1500 
negroes are arrived at Porto Rico, have difembarked, and 
had entrench'd within 6 miles of the town of St..John’s. 

By official accounts from Gen. Touffaint Louverture, 
and doubtlefs authentic, as they are publifhed at the 


; 


Cape, there can be no longer any queftion that this brave 


general has taken five or fix brigand camps, fought fevera! 
bloody battles, cut to pieces Deffouries and Montalemberts 
legions, took Mitabelais, Grand-Bois, Voieties, befieged 
Arcahaye, and was marching for St. Mark’s and Port au 
Prince. It appears, however, from letters by the Fox, 
from Port au Prince, received laft Saturday, that all thefe 
mighty ations are reduced to a fimple evacuauon of Mir- 

is only, owing to a panic, or rather fome trifling plot, 
which it is probable has been already deteéted ane punifhed, 
It is certain here was not even a mule or an afs killed at 
Mirbalais, altho’ there were hundreds in the place, in the 
full powers of health and vigour.” 
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‘fufficient for the glery of the troops of the Republic to have 





By arrivals at us port from Jeremie and .Aux Cayrs 
(Hifpaniola) we learn that Gen. Rigaud, after attacking 
all ports of Jeremie, had met with a repulfe, and a lo’s 
ef 500 men, befides one of his generals, and himfeif badly 
wounded——Tn his attacks on Ircss, it is faid, he was at the 
head of no lefs than go00 Brigands. 

We underftand a packet boat of 95 tons is efablifhed 
on lake Ontario to ply during the navigating feafon, be- 
tween Ofwegoand Niagara. 

** Verbal accounts ftate, that Ireland is in the utmoft con- 
fiernation on account ofthe flate of the finances of that 
country, very little hufinefs doing ; paper in almoft total 
difcredit ; flax-feed could not be fold, the farmers wil! not 
fow that others may reap. Government played off a deep 
game—they drew fix hundred thoufand guineas, from ihe 


bank, and then publifhed the king’s order !” 
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Remainder of the proceedings before the French Dire@ory, 
relative to the 60 Auftrian flandards taken in Mantua. 


There was a profound filencemAngereau addreffed the di- 
re€tory in the following terms ; 


“< Citizens Dire&ors, 


** The foldiers of the army of Italy, in whofe name I depofit 
the ftandards of the enemy, befides thofe which have been pre- 
tented to you fince the commencement of this glorious cam- 
paign, have rendered me the organ for declaring their fenti- 
ments to you, and the pledge of their attachment to the contti- 
tution. ‘They have charged me alfo to exprefs to you their 
defires of procuring to the republic a peece which fhall be as 
laiting as glorious. ~Faithful to its oath, invincible by its 
coursse, and animated by the efteem of the friends of Republi- 
can Government, the army will juftify, in the next campaign, 
the advartageous opinion which it has acquired during eleven 
27 battlés, and 64 inferior aétions. It was not 


deitroyed five numerous armies of the enemy. The obftinate 
ambition of the Houfe of Auitria, prodigal of humam blood, 
hoped to preferve the fceptre of Italy by the means of the 
garrifop which defcnded the fortrefg of Mantua. The number 
of the troops, the reputation of the general who had retreated 
into that place, and the confiderable ftores with which it was 
provided, all concurred to cherith this chimerical defire, and to 
give ridiculous pretenfions to the agent which the cabinet of 
Vienna difpatched to Vicenza, for the purpofe of negocisting 
the preliminaries ofa peace. It wa? then referved for the glory 
of the French army to obtain Mantua as the price of its fatigues 
and its courage, to teke poffeifion of it ip the mame of the Re- 
public, and to affure by that fortrefs the conquef of Italy. 
What efforts can the enemy herealter oppofe to republican 
foldiers, who have fo often triumphed over their numerous 
phalanxes, and over obitacles which nature has formed during 
the progrefs of ages—-who are familiarized with forced marches, 
with thir and with hunger, and who fet no value on the 
greatelt facrifices ? Thefe virtues, however, citizens dire@ors, 
would do no honour to our brothers in arms, if they had not for 
their principle the facred love of liberty, and for their objet 
the felicity of mankind. But fuch is the efie€t of human 
paflions, that thefe virtues could not faii of provoking malice ; 
let the calumniators come among our ranks, let them hear 
from the mouths of our enemies the praifes of the French 
troops, and we fhall be fufficiently avenged. Do thefe enemies 
of their country, thefe cowardly fycophants of courts dare to 
hope that they fhall give us a mafter? Do they imagine that 
Republican foldiers could have fought fix years for the reftora- 
tion of a {ceptered tyrant, or that they will ever acknowledge 
any other fovereign than the law! No, Citizens Dire@tors, all 
fattions fhall be crufhed by your wifdom and the energy of the 
armies. It is only forthe conftitution which they have ac- 
cepted, and for the profperity of the republic, that they are 
difpofed to fhed their blood. While you, Citizens confe- 
crate your labours to the prefervation of the conftitutioa and 
the reprefling of the faétions, the army of Italy will not ceafe 
to aid by its difcipline and its wfualenergy, all the plans that 
tend to give to the Republic that peace fo earneftly defired by 
all its friends.. May yeur wifdom and the courage of the armies 
foon fubdue all the enemies of odr Republicaa Government, 
and unite for ever the olive to the laurel !”” 
The Prefident of the Dire&tory replied thus :— 


*« Citizen General, : 

*© How glorious for ali Frenchmen, how joyful for the 
Executive Diretory, is the day on which they fee thefe ‘ro- 
phies, as numerous as honourable, prefented by one of the 
heroes of Arcola. How delightful muit this [pcétacle be to 
Paris, the cradle of the Revolution—-Paris, which may boaft 
of having given birth to one of the moft illuftrious warriors of 
the Republican armies of the Pyrennees and the Alps! Let 
the deeds of the greateit Generals who have ferved Kings be 
boafted of no more. They will never equa! the prodigies pro- 
duced by the ardent love of Liberty, and by the genius of that’ 
holy Equality, which removing all obftacles, places man in the 
{tation Ter which Nature and Virtue had deftined him—Brave 
General! inform your brothers in arms, that their exploits, 
crowned by the reduétion of Mantua, have excited that uni- 
verfal enthufiafm which have reduced to nlence the moft im< 
placableenemy of our country. Trllthem, that their decla- 
red hatred of all fa€tions, their attachment to the conftitution, 
their fincere wifhes of a folid and honourable peace, and their 
generous facrifices are common to all the armies of the Repub- 
lic. Carry to them the tribute of our gratitude. In the name 
of the triumphant, Republic, which reiies on the army of Italy 
as one of its beft fupports, I prefs yon to my breait.”” 

The Prefident could not reftrain the emotions of his heart. 
He appeared tranfported while he gaye the General the fraternal 
embrace who received it on his part with an equal expreflion of 
affeGtion and gratitude. 

The Prefident then prefented to General Angereau a three- 

coloured ftandard, the fymbol of that which he planted on the 
bridge of Arcola, under the bombs and grapc-fhot of the Aue 
ftrian artillery, and which the legiflative body had decreed to 
him. ; 
_. The air refouuded with the acclamations of the fpeétators, 
and cries of Vive la Republic! The mufic intermingled the 
founds of vi€tory—a fine temperature and a ferenc fky feryed to 
embellifh this ceremony. 
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SELECTED POETRY. 


Ee 


Frederick, the late king of Pruffia, though a defpot was never- 
~ thelefs one of the Philofophers of his age. The following 
St¥nzas are extraéted from a Poem faid to have been written 
by him, in French, the evening before a bloody battle in 
which he wes engaged for fupporting the houfe of Branden- 
bourg againft Auftria. } 
[Tranflated by Dr. Hawxesworrtn.] 
ss ET a few years, or days, perhaps, 
Y Or siatiakaih pafs in filent laple, 
And time to me fhall be no more : 
No more the fun, thefe eyes hall view, 
Zarth o’er thefe limbs her daft fhall itrew, 
Kia life’s fantaftic dream be o’er. 


Alas! I touch the dreadful brink— _ 
From Nature’s verge impell’d, I fink, 
And endlefs darknefs wraps me reund. 
Yes '!—Desth is ever at my hand, 
Clofe by my bed he takes his ftend, 
And conftant at my board is found. 


Farth, air, and fire, and water join 
Againjt this fleeting life of mine, 

And where for tuecour can I fly— 

If art, with bufy care preterd 

To fhield me, like fome guardian friend, 
By art, ere mature bids, I dic. 


I fee this tvrant Of the mind, 


This idol, flefh, to dufl confign’d, — 
Once call’d from duit by power divine 
Its fsatures change—'tis pale, ’tis cold, 


Hence, dreadful fpeétre to behold 
Your afpeét, is to make it mine. 


And can I, then, with guilty pride _ 
Which fear nor fhame can quell nor hide 
This fl*th till pamper and adorn ?— 
Thus, viewing what I foon fhall be, 

Can whet J am demand the knee, 

Or look on aught around with fcorn. 
Vain joys, which envied greatnefs gains ! 
How do ye bind with filken chains, 

That afk Herculean ftrength to break— 
How, with new terrors have ye arm’d 
The power, whofe flighte% glance alarm’d, 
How many dezthis of one ye make — 


Yet, dumb with wonder, I behold 

Man’s thoughtlefs race, in error bold, 
Forget, or {corn the dws of death : 

With thefe no prejeéts co-incide, ; 
Nor wealth, nor power, nor war they guide ; 
Each thinks he draws immortal breath. 


Lach, blind to fate’s approaching hour 
Intrigues, or fights for wealth or power, 
And flumbering dangers dares provoke ; 
And he, who tottering, {carce fuftains 


A century’s age, plans future gains, 
And feels an unexpected ftroke !” 


- SRS 


ANECDOTES. 
OCTOR William Whifton, a celebrated, tho’ 


eccentric philofopher and divine of the laft, and be- 
ginning of the prefent century, having written fome books 
and pamphlets that were deemed inorthodox by the fpiritual 
court; confcious that he would be handled rouglily, if 
once brought before the lords {piritual, found it neceffary 
to abfcond for fome time, till the maiter fhould die away, 
Jutt as he was packing up, Dr. Donne a poetical facy nit 
of that time, and who had handled certain lords temporal 
very feverely in fome of his writings, called upon W hilton, 
anu ubicrveu, that “he was extremely forry divinity had fo 
lictle weight or influence in the world, as mot to be able to 
prevent {o celebrated a champion for its rights from run- 
ning away.’—Sir(anfwered Whifton, with a {neer) depend 
on wt, 7f Divinrty runs away Poetry anll foon follow.” 
aaa 
AM. FOOTE, the laie truly original Englith com- 
edian & humourtft, was no lefs licentious m his morals, 
than a fenfualtil, in the grofleft accepiation of the word. 
David Garrick and he, travelling down to Bath ina coach, 
Foote took it into his head to call at every inn they came 
to for a gials of raw brandy, which he fwallowed with 
avidity.—Garrick, afhamed to fee his friend isdulgs fo 
freely in what would have difgraced a hoftler, at laft took 
upon him to caution Foote to he more on his guard, hinting, 
that at the rate he went on, the brandy would foon get the 
better of him.—Why, fure, replied Foote) you do not 
fee mein liquor, do youP—J don’t know how that 1s 
(faid Davy) but you seem to be very dram-at-tc. 


oe 
ISTORY makes mention of an old Bachelor, in the 


Roman times, who was continually recommending 
to his friend Epictetus to take a wife, and endeavouring to 
convince him by many arguments that marriage was a ftate 
both becoming and neceffary fora philofopher.—Jf it be fo, 
then give me one of your daughters, anfwered Epiétetus, 
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GENTEEL BOARDING &-LODGING. 


is Bt or three Gentlemen may be decently accommodated | 


with boarding and lodging at No. 29, Cedar-ftreet, on 
the moft reafonable terms. May 19. 


fr wo J 
THE COPARTNERSHIP OF 
OAKLY and ADRIANCE, 


§ this day diffolved by mutual confent. All Perfons having 
any demand againft faid firm, are requeft-d to prefent their 
accounts for fettlement ; and all thofe that and indebted, are 
requefted to make immediate payment to James Oax ey, No. 
3, William-Street, orto Saux. P. Apriance, No. 48, Front 


Street. 
JAMES OAKLEY, 
SAML. P. ADRIANCE. 
New-York, May 3. uf. 


An Accountant of refpectability, who has 


fome leifure time, would with fer employment, either in poft- 
ing the books of a Merchant, or extenfive Trader, or fettiing 
Accounts, &c. at his houfe. Reference may be had, by apply- 
ing at the Printers. 

April 14th, 1797. tf. 


WILLIAM KIMBERLY, 


No. 123, Fry-Marker. 
HAS NOW RECEIVED, AND FOR SALE, 


Englifh and French GOLD & SILVER WATCHES, 
Of every defcription, which he will fell low for ee 
Mav 8. t 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


CARITAT, informs the public, that he has opened a 

e Circuratrne Lisrary, in Pearl-flreet, No. 93, 

a little below the Gld-flip. He has added to this Library (for- 

merly owned by J. Fellows.) about five hundred vols. chiefly 

novels, and intends to purchafe every new work of the kind, 

that can be hed inthiscity. Books will be delivered to fub{cri- 

hers from half after eight o’clock in the morning, till half after 
and from three o'clock till dark in the evening. 














one ; . 
French BOOKS ave bought and fold on cominiffion, at the 
Library 
May &. 4w. 





TO BE SOLD. 


T Middletown point, New-Jerfey. a farm confifting of 
forty-four acres of Jand more or lefs, on which there ts 
a good dwelling houfe, barn, waggon houfe, another fimall 
building fit fora fhop or ftore, an orchard, large garden, a 
ftable and other neceflary buildings, with a good well of excel- 
jJent water at tha door 
Within one field of the houfe, there is a tanning vat, pits 
and houfe, wanting repair. Acclear title will be given. For 
particulars apply to John OBrien on the premifes, or to the 
Printers of tnis paper. 
May 11, 1797. 6w 


JOHN SCHENCK, 
GOLD, SILVER SMITH, and FEWELLER; 
No. 1393, WATER STREET, 
Takes the liberty to inform the public in general, and his 
f:jends in particular, that he carries on the ABOVE BUSINESS 


in all its various branches, with elegance and difpatch. 
March. g2. tf. 


The TIME-PIECE; 

A Literary and Commercial Paper, 
S Publifhed three times a week, on Afonday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings, at No. 123, Fly-Market, at THIRTY 
SHILLINGS, perannum, payable half yearly.—Subfcribers in 
the country to pay 15s. in advance.—The general plan upon 
which the TIME-PIECE is meant ta be eftablifhed, 1s Literary 
amufement, and an abridgment of the moft interefting intelli- 
gence, foreignand domeftic. In addition to thefe primary ob- 
jeéts, a department of the paper will be allotted to MERCAN- 
TILE and other ADVERTISEMENTS, to be inferted at the 


moft reafonable rates. 

Such .perfons, in any part of the country, as wifh to encuu- 
rage this undertakinz, will have their papers regularly forward- 
ed by Pott, or any other conveyance they may direét, with 


punttuality and difpatch. 
P. FRENEAU, 
A. MENUT. 

N. B. All perfons fubferibing for the above Paper, fhould 
they inlefsthan three months withdraw their names, will 
neverthelefs be confidered fubfcribers for that term. 

New-York, gd April, 1797- 


HATS. 


Peter Vander Hoef, jun. 
HATTER, re a 
Noe. 49, Water-Street, New-York, near Coenties Slip. 


| eerigony his friends and cuftomers that he manufaétures, 
and has conftantly in readinefs for fale upon the lowest 
terms, 











MENS and BOYS AMERICAN HATS 
Of every quality—ALSO, Ladies and Childrens Englifh im- 
ported Hats, to be fold by the fingle Hat, dozen, or larger 
quantity, as may beft fuit the purchafer.—A generous allow- 
ance will be made to thofe who purchafe by the quantity, to 
fel] again. April 26. t.f 
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JOHN S. HUNN, 


NOTARY PUBLIC AND CONVEYANCER; 
No. 51, Murrray-Street, opposite the College. 


ale leave to inform his friends in this City, and the Publi® 
in general, that he continues to draw every kind of Inftru” 
ment in the Conveyancing line with neatnefs and precifion, 
and onthe moft reafonable terms. From a long prattice and 
attention to the conveyancing bufinefs, he has the flattering 
Expeétation of rendering general fatisfaction.—He alfo copies, 
reduces, enlarges and ornaments MAPS and DRAFTS of 
Houfes, Buildings or Lands, either from Original Plans, Maps, 
Fteldbooks, or Deeds, or from defeription ; & in fuch a manner 
and at fuch prices as, he trufts, will meet the approbation of 
thofe who are pleafed to employ him. March, 29, evw 


TO PRINTERS. 


FOR SALE. 
The following Founts of New Letter, latily imported frem FRY" oe 
lebrated Frundery. 

A FOUNT of BREVIER weighing 249 lbs. 

A FOUNT of PICA weighing 369 Ibs. 

A FOUNT of ENGLISH weighing 327 Ibs. 

ALSO 

A Fount ef Englith one third worn which will be fold remarkae 
bly cheap. The faid founts warranted complete will be fold for 
cath, erapproved notes, ata reduced price.. Enquire of th- 








Printers. 





PROPOSALS 
RY CORNELIUS AND ALEXANDER TizsouT, 
For Publifhing by Subfcription, 
Tuz COLUMBIAN WAR; 
. OR, 
BATTLES FOR AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


Brine a reprefentation of fix of the principal battles f; 
for fecuring the liberties of America ; each oe be ars whe +} 
with a portrait of dne of the mot diftinguifhed chara@ters, whe 
fignalized themfelves in the fervice of their country. , 

To be Engraved by Cornetivus Tirsour, Hiftorical Ere 
graver, &c. From original paintings and drawings, by the firft 
American Artiits. 


THE SUBJESTS AREAS FOLLOWS :— 


Pasties. Portraits: 
BATTLS®S OF LEXINGTON, WASHINGTON, 
SURRENDER OF BURGOYNE, FRANKLIN. 
SURRENDER @F HESSIANS AT TRENTON, | aDams, 
STORMING OF STONY P@INT, JEFFERSON. 
BATTLE AT THE COWPENS, GREENR, 
SVRRENDER OF GOKWWALLIS. | cares. 





CONDITIONS. 

The Battles to be Engraved in the line manner; fize 19 1-2 by 
18 1-2 inches ; the Portraits in the dotting manner, 6 b 
inches. x ; v4 

To be Publifhed in numbers ; each number to contain a battle 
a portrait, and a defcriptive theet of letter prefs, an American 
Eagle as a Vignette and Tit!e Page, fhall be delivered to Subs 
{cribers gratis. 

The price to fubfcribers THREE DOLLARS, payable on de. 
livery : to non-fubfcribers FIVE DOLLARS. 

_N. B. The work is intended to be bound, or framed, as fur- 
niture prints. 


*, Subjcriptions are received by the pudlighers N, 
*k * 2érs IVO. 
Gold fireet, and at Mejrs. Warner & Schuyler’s, No. 
Maiden-lane. 


Addrefs to the Citizens of the United States. 
oo Publifhers re{pe€tfully folicit your patronage to the a- 
bove’ important undertaking; a patronage neceffary te the 
encouregement of the Arts, for without it the moft promifing 
endeavours will be rendered unfuccefsful. It is with difidence 
they are induced to prefer a claim for public favour ; they are 


29 
7° 


} confcious of the difficulties, but they pledge them{elves that no 


exertion of theirs, fhall be wanting to accomplifh every part of 
their undertaking as compleatly as poffible. 

_ No tubjeés can be more immediately interefting to the pub- 
lic than thofe which pourtray the difficulties aad dangers which 
purchafed the independence and freedom of our country. 

Poiterity will learn the fir exertions of our patriotic citizens 
at Lexington with wonder, and their aftonifnment will not 
ceafe, when tracing the fufferings and inflexible firmnefs, mania 
fefted throughout the eventful period of that glorious {truggle : 
every mind reuft be impreffed with the moft lively emotions of 
patriotic gratitude, toward thofe who were the authors of our 
political happinefs and glory. 

The firft number of this work will be publithed asa {peei- 
men; and fubferibers to it may withdiaw their names if the 
fucceeding numbers are not equally well executed.—The pub- 
lifhers flatter themfelves, that fo far from this being the cafe , 
with a generous.encouragement, they may be enabled to exes 
cute it, im a manner mere worthy of your patronage, ag the 
work advances. 

New-York, May 3. 


PROPOSALS 
For Printing by Subfcription, 
A VERY LATE AND INTERESTING WORK—ENTITLED, 


The Secret Hiftory of the French Revolution g 


ORIGINATING WITH THE CONVOCATION OF THE 
NOTABLES, 1n 1787, AND CONTINUED DOWN T@ 
THE FIRST DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1796. 


ft poe performance contains a variety of particulars, hithers 
to but little known, with a lively Narration of events, 
which have taken place during the progrefs of the French Re« 
volution, in England and Germany. It is replete with biogra- 
phical fketches and charaéters of individuals that have appeared 
on the ftage, during the eventful periods of the French Revolu- 
tion——a Revolution that has fo highly interefted every indivi- 
dual, and tended fo importantly to the future welfare of civi« 
lized Secicty. 

As far as refpe&s the merits of this work, it will only be ne-~ 
ceflary to obferve, that it is written with fpirit and energy, as 
well as an impartiality that chara&tecizes the unprejudiced and 
refle&ting mind, ardently fupporting the liberties of its coun- 
try, fympathizing ina lively intereft for national honour ; and, 
at the fame time anxious to difpel the clouds of falfhood and 
calumny that have magnified the exceffes, which have attended 
the Revolution throug} its fucceflive itages—excefles which, on 
doubt, will with poiterity hurt the feelings of every patriotic 
mind ; but at the fame time prove, that the individuals of a 
whole nation, rifing like a folid column againtt the de{potifm of 
fourteen hundred years, cannot, be all fages and philofophers ; 
and that when once a whole people is awakened to a fenfe of 
their political injuries, they will inevitably wreak their ven- 
geance with tenfold violenee on their oppreffors. 

DAD rn 


CONDITIONS 

Tus Work will be printed ona good demy paper, with an 
elegant type, in an oftavo form ; to be comprized in ten nume 
bers, and publithed once a fortnight, at two sHILLINGS per 
number, to be paid for, on delivery, at the dwellings of thofe 
pe:fons who may fubfcribe for the fame. Each number will 
contain at leait fixty-four pages. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS are received by the Publifhers at the Office 
of The timg-p1zcx, Number 123, Eaft fide of the Fly-market ; 
and by the principal Book(fellers in this City. 

May re. 


LADIES PATENT HATS, 


AND 
GENFLEMEN’s FASHIONARLE YEOMAN AND BELLCROWN 
LEAVER HATS. 

JUST received by the Franklin, from London, and for Sale at 
THOMAS H. HILL’s Store, No. 7. Maiden-lane. 

Alfo, Ladies moft fathionable hat bands, feathers, &c. 

N. B. Ladies patent fartin beaver hats dreffed to look nearly 
equal to new, and beaver hats altered to the prefent tatte. 

March 14. 











GARDEN SEEDS. 
GENERAL affortment of Cazsace, Cannzor, Bezr, 
Parsnip, Enpivs, Cerrery, Persery, Turuir, 
Rapisu, Beans, Peas and Onrons; where may be pid 
Fruit and Forest trees; for fale by "a gift 
JOHN HASTINGS, 
Gardner (oppofite the Methodift Church) Brooklyn 
Orders left with the Printers will be pun@tually attended to 
March 29 ee 
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MEW-YORRK: Printedon Monnay, Wepnespay, and Fripay mornings; at theofficeef P. FRENEAU, & A. MENUT, No. 129 Fry-Market: where 
ADVERTISEMENTS are received and inferted at the molt reafonable rates ; together with ESSAYS, LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS and 
Articles of -Inteihgenee in general SUBSCRIPTIONS for this PAPER, (at 305. per ann) are likewife-taken inat the fame place ; as well 


as at the principal BOO K-STO RES in this city, 
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